A PRESENTATION OF INTERMED

European Economic Interest Group

comprising the Port Authorities of Bar celona, Genoa and Mar seilles

1. Founded in 1998, INTERMED is the result of a long-standing commitment on behalf of the
principal ports of the Northwestern Mediterranean (MEDNOC) to resolve a number of specific

problems.

The Ports of Barcelona, Marseilles and Genoa have dready worked together on projects of common
interest, but today’s climate of ever-increasing economic globdisation cals for an even closer working

relationship.

To date, this cooperation only involves the three ports present here today, but the association is open to
other large MEDNOC ports which find themselves in the same Situation and handle smilar volumes of

treffic.

In 1998 the totad volume of traffic handled by the three MEDNOC ports amounted to 163.5 million
tons, which bresks down into 44 million tons of generad cargo and 3 million TEUS of containerised
cargo. Compared to traffic through the Northern Range ports, these figures represent respectively 32%,
23% and 24% of the totd traffic handled by the Ports of Rotterdam, Antwerp and Hamburg.

Although the scope of the MEDNOC ports is as yet limited when compared to tdoFRange poort3



The consolidation and consstent growth of traffic, in particular, generd cargo and containers.
Container traffic has risen by 38% in the previoudy mentioned Northern ports and 117% in the
INTERMED ports.

The increase in specidised traffic (cars, perishable goods, specid products) and added-vaue

cargo.

The restructuring of the workforce and port services, and port management in generd.

The specidisation of terminds and the development of logigtics zones.

The introduction of smpler and more flexible Customs procedures, coupled with the  development

of data processing services.

The fact that these processes are now underway clearly demondtrates that the Port Authorities are
looking to the future and are firmly committed to the revitdization of the MEDNOC ports.
INTERMED isfirmly committed to improving:

Ralway links providing connections with the hinterland to offsst the absence of naurd
waterways from which the Northern European ports, on the other hand, derive tangible
benefits.



The Mediterranean - and in paticular the Northwestern Mediterranean which boagts the highest
concentration of industrial and consumer centres of the basin - is cdled upon to play a key role in
achieving a harmonious development of the European Union. This harmony is necessary to the sustained
development of the Community and will be insrumenta in redressing the balance between the Northern

and Southern EU countries.

Today, owing to the high qudity service on offer, the leading ports of MEDNOC may be considered
the naturdl and most efficient gateway for traffic to and from North Africa, the Middle East and the Far
East - in terms of costs and trangt times. Use of the Mediterranean routes offers a reduction in costs
generated by traffic congestion and reduces the environmental impact in Northern Europe where levels
of traffic are dready quite high.

Given the current developments in the trangport and logigtics industry, the mgor ports are clearly the
lynchpins of the networks. Within this framework, the strengthening of the leading MEDNOC ports will,

in practice, contribute to redressing the balance in the current trans-



